Arthritis impact measurement scales in a community-based rheumatoid arthritis population.
The objective of this study was to use the Arthritis Impact Measurement Scales (AIMS) in a community-based rheumatoid arthritis (RA) population to describe the patient population, analyse health status changes and predict survival. The AIMS was assessed in 91 RA patients in a community-based RA population in Kuusamo, Northern Finland. A 5-year follow-up study was performed. The mean AIMS scores in this series of RA patients were comparable to those reported in previous studies. Dexterity correlated with disease duration. Lower extremity function was well preserved and only slightly dependent on disease duration. The AIMS scores changed for the worse in all the subscales over the follow-up period. Of all the AIMS subscale scores, poor functional status, as measured by the AIMS lower extremity function and social activity subscales, best predicted mortality.